NOTICE OF DECISIONS
Meeting:
Date:
Place:
Members
Present:
Also Present:

Executive
Wednesday, 8 July 2020
Virtual (via Zoom)
Councillors: Sharon Taylor OBE CC (Chair), Mrs Joan Lloyd (Vice-Chair), Lloyd Briscoe, Rob Broom, John
Gardner, Richard Henry, Jackie Hollywell and Jeannette Thomas.
Councillor Robin Parker CC (observer).

THE DEADLINE FOR CALL-IN OF ANY OF THE DECISIONS BELOW IS 17 JULY 2020.
SUBJECT TO THERE BEING NO CALL-IN THE ATTACHED DECISIONS MAY BE IMPLEMENTED WITH EFFECT FROM 20 JULY
2020.
1

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE AND DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were no apologies for absence.
There were no declarations of interest.

2

MINUTES - 10 JUNE 2020
It was RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meeting of the Executive held on 10 June 2020 be approved as a correct record for
signature by the Chair.

3

MINUTES OF THE OVERVIEW & SCRUTINY COMMITTEE AND SELECT COMMITTEES
The Chair noted that the Overview & Scrutiny Committee had raised the issue of website performance, and was aware that
follow up Member questions on this matter had been submitted for consideration at the Council meeting on 15 July 2020.
It was RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meeting of the Overview & Scrutiny Committee held on 17 June 2020 be noted.

4

CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19) INCIDENT UPDATE REPORT AND RECOVERY PLAN

R Protheroe
X 2938

The Executive considered a report providing an update on the COVID-19 crisis and the Council’s response, and seeking
approval to a proposed Recovery Plan.
The following comments/questions were raised by Members during the debate on the report:


The Chair reported that the Hertfordshire Local Enterprise Partnership (LEP) had been allocated £16.8Million from the
Government’s Building Back Better Fund. She was pleased to report that a number of Stevenage schemes were towards
the top of the LEP’s list, and so more detailed work would be progressed in support of those schemes;



The Chair advised that, despite the production of Local Outbreak Plans, only the Government had powers to impose local
lockdowns The countywide Elected Member Engagement Board was seeking further advice from the Government
regarding trigger points for the imposing and lifting of local lockdowns;



The responsibility for enforcing Covid-19 safe business workplace environments rested with the Health & Safety
Executive, who would engage local authority support if required;



The Chair was pleased to report that the last COVID-19 patient in the Lister Hospital Intensive Care Unit had been
discharged earlier in the week;



The Chair confirmed that free parking for NHS workers would continue at Corey’s Mill for the foreseeable future;



Contrary to the Prime Minister’s recent comments in this regard, the Chair wished to recognise the professionalism and
commitment of staff employed in Care Homes, especially during the current pandemic;



In relation to the COVID-19 death statistics by Ward set out in Paragraph 3.14.6 of the report, the Portfolio Holder for
Neighbourhoods & Co-operative Working asked if this information could be provided to all Members. Associated with this
request, the Assistant Director (Communities & Neighbourhoods) was requested to prepare a report for submission to the
next Coronavirus Emergency Committee providing details of the recovery activities taking place in each Ward;



It was noted that the Council’s Business Relationship Manager had prepared and sent out a questionnaire to businesses
in Stevenage requesting feedback on the impact on them of the pandemic; and



The Chair asked that the Public Health Dashboard of COVID-19 statistical information be submitted to the next meeting of
the Coronavirus Emergency Committee.

In considering information regarding the proposed reopening of Stevenage Old Town, the Executive agreed extra
recommendations in respect of: potential locations for additional outdoor space and pavement seating; the provision of suitable
barriers between the highway and those outdoor space/pavement seating areas; ensuring that appropriate
wheelchair/pushchair access be maintained; ensuring that disabled parking facilities be protected; and the provision of 3 hours
free parking in the former Waitrose Car Park for the next six months.
The Executive supported the Chair’s proposed further additional recommendation that the Council’s formal thanks be conveyed
to the North & East Hertfordshire Hospital Trust for all that the Trust’s staff had done to support Stevenage residents throughout
the pandemic.
It was RESOLVED:
1.

That the current position and the Council’s response to the COVID-19 pandemic since the last report to the May 2020
Executive meeting be noted.

2.

That the recovery phase approach, as set out in Section 4.13 of the report, and the Town and Council recovery plans
attached at Appendices 4 and 5 to the report respectively, be approved.

3.

That delegated authority be granted to the Strategic Director (TP), after consultation with the Leader, to make revisions to
the Recovery Plan as required during the recovery phase.

4.

That, in relation to the proposed reopening of Stevenage Old Town:
(i)

Working co-operatively with Stevenage Old Town Business Partnership, the following locations be considered for
additional outdoor space and pavement seating:

 Space outside Lavish / Angelic
 Around Costa Coffee / Ice Cream area;
 Middle Row (car park North of Middle Row);
 Northern part of the High Street.

5.

(ii)

Suitable barriers be provided between the highway and those additional outdoor space and pavement seating
areas referred to in (i) above;

(iii)

Appropriate wheelchair/pushchair access be maintained;

(iv)

Disabled parking facilities be protected; and

(v)

In order to replace lost parking capacity in the Old Town area, 3 hours free car parking be offered in the former
Waitrose Car Park for the next six months, and reviewed thereafter.

That the Council’s formal thanks be conveyed to the North & East Hertfordshire Hospital Trust for all that the Trust’s staff
had done to support Stevenage residents throughout the COVID-19 pandemic.

Reason for Decision: As contained in report; and 4. To support the proposed reopening of Stevenage Old Town; and 5. To
place on record the Council’s thanks to the Trust.
Other Options considered: As contained in report.
5

HOUSING FIRST APPROACH AT STEVENAGE BOROUGH COUNCIL IN RESPONSE TO THE ROUGH
SLEEPING CRISIS

A Ahmed
x 2805
J Cresser
X 2028

The Executive considered a report on the Housing First approach at SBC in response to the rough sleeping crisis.

The Portfolio Holder for Children, Young People, Leisure & Culture, on behalf of his fellow Ward councillors, raised the matter
of the apparent preponderance of units (including Houses in Multiple Occupation) being used in the St. Nicholas Ward for
accommodating the homeless/rough sleepers, and felt that there should be a more equitable distribution of such units across
the Borough. The Chair replied that Members needed to be in possession of the full facts and evidence in respect of this issue,
and asked officers to undertake some Ward mapping work and report back on the locations of such units throughout the town.
It was RESOLVED:
1.

That the support provided to homeless households during the Covid-19 lockdown and the challenges faced by the Council
over the coming months ahead, as outlined in the report, be noted.

2.

That the current service pressures developing in the Housing and No More service within the General Fund and Housing
Revenue Account, which will be monitored by the Council’s Finance department and reported to the Executive as part of
the quarterly budget monitoring cycle, be noted.

3.

That officers be requested to develop a business case for a new Housing First Model, including the potential construction
of a new hostel (as outlined in Paragraph 4.24 of the report), taking into account partner support and funding
requirements.

Reason for Decision: As contained in report.
Other Options considered: As contained in report.
6

A CO-OPERATIVE INCLUSIVE ECONOMY CHARTER

R Gregory
x 2568

The Executive considered a report on a proposed Co-operative Economy Charter for the Borough.
It was RESOLVED:
1.

That the Co-operative Inclusive Economy Charter, as set out at Appendix A to the report, be approved, and that it be

launched in July 2020, making an early contribution to the Council’s plans for economic recovery.
2.

That the proposed action plan, as set out in Paragraph 4.6 of the report, be approved.

3.

That the content of the Council’s pledge, as set out in Paragraph 4.8 of the report, be approved.

4.

That the Charter be monitored by a single working group, reporting to a cross-party advisory Community Wealth Building
Group, chaired by the Leader.

5.

That the working group develop a series of metrics to help measure the impact of Community Wealth Building on the
Stevenage economy.

Reason for Decision: As contained in report.
Other Options considered: As contained in report.
7

2019/20 ANNUAL REPORT AND PERFORMANCE OVERVIEW

R Protheroe
x 2938

The Executive considered a report on the Council’s 2019/20 Annual Report.
It was RESOLVED:
1.

That the progress on the delivery of the Future Town Future Council (FTFC) programme and overall performance and
achievements of the Council during 2019/20 be noted.

2.

That the content and publication of the Council’s draft Annual Report 2019/20, as set out at Appendix A to the report, be
agreed.

3.

That delegated authority be given to the Strategic Director (RP), following consultation with the Leader, to approve any
final changes to the Annual Report prior to its publication.

4.

That the Future Town Future Council deliverables for 2020/21 be noted.

5.

That the suite of 2020/21 performance measures and targets, as set out in Appendix B to the report, be noted.

Reason for Decision: As contained in report.
Other Options considered: As contained in report.
8

4TH QUARTER REVENUE MONITORING REPORT 2019/20 - GENERAL FUND AND HOUSING
REVENUE ACCOUNT

K Cousins
x 2383

The Executive considered a report with regard to Fourth Quarter Revenue Budget Monitoring 2019/20 (General Fund and
Housing Revenue Account).
The Strategic Director (CF) undertook to draft a letter for submission to the Government’s Housing Minister reinforcing SBC’s
continued request to him that local authorities be permitted to retain (rather than hand back to the Government) their 1 for 1
right to buy capital receipts for a longer period, to enable re-investment in the housing stock via the building of new homes.
It was RESOLVED:
General Fund
1.

That the 2019/20 actual net expenditure on the General Fund of £6,965,145 be noted, subject to the 2019/20 audit of the
Statement of Accounts.

2.

That carry forward requests totalling £794,510 be approved for the General Fund (Paragraph 4.3.1 of the report).

3.

That the ongoing pressure from 2020/21 of £14,970 on the General Fund be approved.

4.

That part of the additional 2019/20 business rate gains (£788,106) be set aside in an allocated reserve to protect the

General Fund against business rate losses in 2020/21 (Paragraph 4.2.14 of the report).
Housing Revenue Account
1.

That the 2020/21 actual in-year deficit on the Housing Revenue Account (HRA) of £1,482,648 be noted, subject to the
audit of the Statement of Accounts.

2.

That the new carry forward requests totalling £390,440 be approved for the HRA (Paragraph 4.7.8 of the report).

Reason for Decision: As contained in report.
Other Options considered: As contained in report.
9

CAPITAL EXPENDITURE OUTTURN 2019/20

B White
x 2515

The Executive considered a report in respect of the Capital Programme Outturn position for 2019/20.
It was RESOLVED:
1.

That the 2019/20 General Fund capital expenditure outturn of £13.1Million be noted, subject to the completion of the
2019/20 external audit of accounts.

2.

That the 2019/20 Housing Revenue Account (HRA) capital expenditure outturn of £30.4Million be noted, subject to the
completion of the 2019/20 external audit of accounts.

3.

That the funding applied to the 2019/20 General Fund capital programme be approved, as summarised in Paragraph 4.2.1
of the report.

4.

That the funding applied to the 2019/20 HRA capital programme be approved, as summarised in Paragraph 4.5.1 of the
report.

5.

That the 2020/21 General Fund capital programme net increase of £571,000, as detailed in Appendix A to the report, be
approved, comprising of:
 £3.9Million slippage from 2019/20 (as detailed in Paragraph 4.3.8 of the report);
 £3.3Million re-profiled into 2021/22;
 £125,000 reduction to mitigate the impact of Covid-19 on revenue resources available to support the capital programme;
and
 an additional net reduction of £10,000 funding no longer required in 2020/21.

6.

That the 2020/21 HRA capital programme net decrease of £0.4Million, due to slippage into 2019/20, be approved, as
summarised in Paragraph 4.6.1 and as detailed in Appendix B to the report.

7.

That the use of £15,000 from the Deferred Works Reserve for 3 CCTV cameras which need to be replaced, as set out in
Paragraph 4.3.4 of the report, be approved.

Reason for Decision: As contained in report.
Other Options considered: As contained in report.
10

URGENT PART I BUSINESS

C Fletcher
x 2933

Chancellor of the Exchequer’s Summer Economic Statement
The Strategic Director (CF) provided the Executive with summary details of the Chancellor of the Exchequer’s Summer
Economic Statement, which aimed to assist various sectors in their recovery from the Covid-19 lockdown.
In respect of the situation with regard to the leisure industry, the Chair requested officers to draft a letter for submission by the
Portfolio Holder for Children, Young People, Leisure & Culture to the Secretary of State for Culture, Media & Sport requesting

that a fair proportion of the £1.5Billion recovery funding allocated by the Government for theatres, galleries and museums be
ring-fenced for regional theatres or, failing that, additional dedicated Government funding be allocated for this purpose.
11

EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC
It was RESOLVED:

12

1.

That under Section 100(A) of the Local Government Act 1972, the press and public be excluded from the meeting for the
following items of business on the grounds that they involve the likely disclosure of exempt information as described in
paragraphs1 – 7 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Act as amended by Local Government (Access to Information)
(Variation) Order 2006.

2.

That the reasons for the following report being in Part II were accepted, and that the exemption from disclosure of the
information contained therein outweighs the public interest in disclosure.

PART II MINUTES - EXECUTIVE - 10 JUNE 2020
It was RESOLVED that the Part II Minutes of the meeting of the Executive held on 10 June 2020 be approved as a correct
record for signature by the Chair.

13

URGENT PART II BUSINESS
None.

