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. Introduction

1 Introduction
What is a Statement of Consultation?

1.1 A Statement of Consultation says how we have prepared our planning documents. It should
show(;[?at we have met the legal requirements set out by the Government when preparing our
plans'”.

1.2 It says who we consulted and when this happened. The Statement of Consultation
summarises the responses that were sent to us.

1.3 This document allows people that sent us comments to see how we have dealt with them.
People who did not send us comments but want to understand more about how we have prepared
our plan may also find this document interesting and useful.

1.4 This Statement accompanies the Core Strategy and summarises the results of the Regulation
27 consultation.

What is the Core Strategy?

1.5 The Core Strategy forms part of the Local Development Framework (LDF) for Stevenage.
The LDF is a set of planning documents that we will use to help us decide whether to grant planning
permission for new development.

1.6 The Core Strategy tells you our overall vision for the future of Stevenage. It says how we
want the town to develop and change and includes the policies that will help us to achieve this.
The Core Strategy also contains a set of more detailed requirements. These are called Generic
Development Management Policies. They give more information about how new buildings should
be designed and what we will require new developments to provide.

1.7 Please read the Core Strategy if you would like to found out more about it and the LDF.
How do we decide who to consult?

1.8 We are required by law to write a document called a Statement of Community Involvement
(SCI). The SCI says which groups and organisations we will consult and how we will involve
members of the public in our planning documents.

1.9 We adopted our SCI in December 2006. It is available on our website
(www.stevenage.gov.uk). The SCI says that we will use some or all of the following methods in
consultations.

e You can see our plans at our offices, in local libraries and on our website.

e  We will write to people who have told us they are interested in our planning documents. (We
will do this each time there is a consultation).

We will write press releases and put adverts in the local newspaper.

We will send out leaflets and brochures.

We will set up exhibitions or displays and hold meetings.

We will give presentations and host workshops.

1 The Town and County Planning (Local Development) (England) Regulations 2004 (as amended).
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Introduction .

1.10 We have a database which holds details of people, businesses and organisations that have
told us they are interested in our planning documents.
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. Regulation 27 Consultation

2 Regulation 27 Consultation

2.1 Regulation 27, also known as pre-submission, is the final stage of public consultation. Earlier
in 2010, we published the Core Strategy in what we thought should be the final version. This
included our vision for the future of Stevenage as well as our detailed policy requirements.

2.2 Government regulations required us to consult on this plan for a period of at least six weeks?.

During this time, any person could provide their comments. The regulations say we must prepare
a statement which summarises the main issues raised during the consultation.

When was this consultation?
2.3 The consultation was approved by the Council's Executive on 16th December 2009.

2.4 The consultation started on 28th January 2010. It ended on 11th March 2010. A copy of the
consultation plan is available on our website, www.stevenage.gov.uk.

2.5 The consultation included 17 Core Strategy policies and 31 Development Management
policies along with details of our overall vision and strategy for the future of the town.

What did we do?
2.6 The pre-submission consultation was publicised by a range of measures including:

e Providing the specific consultation bodies with a copy of the proposed submission documents
and inviting them to comment;

e Contacting more than 1,400 general consultation bodies and inviting them to comment;

e Publishing the consultation documents on the internet, including a link from the front page of
the Borough Council website for the duration of the consultation;

e Making hard copies of the documents available for inspection at the Borough Council’s main
offices in Danestrete as well as the libraries in the town centre and Old Town High Street.

e A public notice in The Comet on January 28th 2010;

e A series of prominent adverts in The Comet on January 28th, February 4th, February 11th
and February 25th 2010;

e Anarticle in the January 2010 edition of Chronicle which is circulated to all residential properties
in the Borough,;

e Providing extensive information in the January 2010 edition of the Economic & Business
Bulletin which is circulated to 2,700 businesses in and around Stevenage; and

e Providing posters to community centres and the Stevenage Borough Council Customer Service
Centre. We also gave copies to some local shopkeepers to display in their windows.

2.7 Who was consulted?
2.8 We consulted the following specific consultation bodies:

e East of England Regional Assembly (EERA)
e The Coal Authority
e The Environment Agency

2 Town and Country Planning (Local Development) (England) Regulations 2004 (as amended)
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e Natural England

e English Heritage (Historic Buildings and Monuments Commission for England)

e The Secretary of State for Transport

e Hertfordshire County Council

e East Hertfordshire District Council

e North Hertfordshire District Council

e Graveley Parish Council, Knebworth Parish Council, Langley Parish Meeting, St Ippolyts
Parish Council and Wymondley Parish Council (in North Hertfordshire District)

e Aston Parish Council, Datchworth Parish Council and Walkern Parish Council (in East
Hertfordshire District)

e East and North Hertfordshire Primary Care Trust

e Hertfordshire Police Authority

e East of England Development Agency (EEDA)

e Mobile Operators Association, British Telecommunications Plc, Hutchinson 3G, O2, Ofcom,

Orange, T-Mobile, Virgin Mobile, Vodafone Ltd
e Eastern Electricity, National Grid Transco, Ofgem, Powergen Retail Ltd, EDF Energy
e British Gas
e Anglian Water Services Ltd, Thames Water Services Ltd, Three Valleys Water

2.9 We also asked more than 1,400 people, businesses and organisations to tell us what they
thought. This list was created from the details on our LDF database.

Who responded to the consultation?
2.10 A total of 55 responses were received to the consultation.

211 This includes a response from the East of England Regional Assembly (EERA). EERA
confirm that Stevenage's Core Strategy is in general conformity with the East of England Plan.

What have you done with these responses?

212 The responses have been analysed by Council officers to identify the different
representations that have been made. A representation is each different comment that is made
in a response. A response can contain more than one representation.

213 Each representation has been assigned to the most relevant policy or section of the
document. A total of 363 representations have been identified.

214 We have also recorded what (if anything) each representation has said about legal
requirements and the tests of soundness. These are the main requirements that the Inspector will
test our Core Strategy against when it is examined.

2.15 Our plans must meet the legal requirements set out below.

e It must follow the steps that we set for ourselves in our Statement of Community Involvement
(SCI). We must have prepared the plan as we said we would in our Local Development
Scheme (LDS). We have to meet the regulations set by the Government.

e We must complete any environmental assessments that are required by the law.

e |t must take account of what is said in national planning policy and our community strategy.
It should reflect the requirements of the East of England Plan.
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. Regulation 27 Consultation

2.16 The Inspector will say that our plan is ‘sound’ if it is “justified, effective and consistent with
national policy”(3).

e “Justified” means that the evidence shows that our plan is the best solution. The evidence
might include studies or what you told us during consultations.

o ‘“Effective” means that we can show that the policies in our plan will actually happen. We must
show how we will measure if the plan is being successful and what we will do if things change.
An example of a change might be an increase in our housing target.

e The Inspector will say our plan is ‘sound’ unless evidence at the Examination shows that this
is not the case.

2.17 6 representations say that our plan has not met the legal requirements.
2.18 44 representations say that our plan is not justified.

219 75 representations say that our plan is not effective.

2.20 33 representations say that our plan is not consistent with national policy.
What were the main issues that people commented on?

2.21 The tables on the following pages summarise the key issues raised on the Core Strategy
and Development Management Policies documents.

3 These are the tests in Planning Policy Statement 12: Local Spatial Planning. This is the Government's guidance
on writing planning documents.
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